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Iceland delivers on £10m pledge to UCL Dementia Research 

 

Iceland Foods Charitable Foundation has today made an initial donation of £3 million 
to support the development of the hub of the UK Dementia Research Institute at UCL, 
the go-ahead for which was announced in December. This is the first tranche of a total 
of £10 million pledged to the project by Iceland, to be raised through the sale of 5p 
single-use carrier bags in Iceland stores across the UK and through the fundraising 
efforts of Iceland’s people, customers and suppliers. 
 
Malcolm Walker, Founder and CEO of Iceland Foods, said: “This is a cause 
immensely close to my own heart and to those of very many of my 23,000 colleagues 
and five million customers – because there is hardly a family in the country that has 
not been affected by dementia. It is now the biggest killer in the UK and costs the 
country more than cancer and heart disease, yet it receives a tiny fraction of the 
research funding dedicated to these other conditions. 
 
“At Iceland we have been fundraising for dementia research for several years, and I 
am delighted that we have been able to do so much to help raise the profile of 
dementia and improve understanding of the condition, as well as raising very 
substantial sums to help find a cure for this devastating disease.  
 
“We are the smallest of the UK’s national food retailers yet we have been able to 
pledge £10 million to the Dementia Research Institute project – a donation of nearly 
£12 for each and every one of the 850,000 people living with dementia in the UK today. 
I urge every business and individual to join with us in giving every support they can to 
this new world-leading Institute which will have the facilities and expertise to transform 
the treatment, care and prevention of dementia, and bring new hope to the hundreds 
of thousands of our fellow citizens – and the millions around the world – who are either 
living with the condition themselves or caring for a loved one affected by it.” 
 
About Iceland Foods and dementia 
Iceland has been actively fundraising for dementia research since 2010, when it began 
a three-year charity partnership with Alzheimer’s Research UK and sponsored major 
fundraising initiatives including the Iceland Everest Expedition of 2011 and the Iceland 
Antarctic Expedition of 2012. Its charity partnership with UCL Dementia Research was 
established in 2015. In addition to carrier bag sales, major contributors to the initial £3 
million donation have been staff and customer fundraising during Iceland’s annual 
charity week in August 2016, with initiatives ranging from raffles and cake bakes to 
sponsored walks and marathons; the company’s record-breaking annual Charity Golf  
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Classic in September 2016; and the stunning Dementia Challenge Ball held at the 
home of Iceland’s founder and CEO Malcolm Walker later the same month. 
 
Iceland Foods also sponsored the Alzheimer’s Society’s Dementia Friendly Awards in 
2016, and is working to make all its stores dementia friendly. 
 
About the UCL Dementia Retail Partnership 
In addition to Iceland’s own fundraising, the company’s CEO Malcolm Walker played 
a key role in initiating and assembling the unique coalition called the UCL Dementia 
Retail Partnership, which brings together nine UK retailers pledged to donate all or 
some of their carrier bag revenues to this vital cause. The other members of the 
Partnership are Asda, Waitrose, Morrisons, HSS Hire, Booths, Farmfoods, Poundland 
and WH Smith. In its first full year of operation to October 2016, the Partnership raised 
funds for UCL Dementia Research equivalent to the sale of approximately 200 million 
carrier bags:  
 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/campaign/campaign-news/Retail_partnership 
 
About the UK Dementia Research Institute 
The creation of the new UK Dementia Research Institute was announced on 14 
December 2016, with the appointment of Professor Bart De Strooper from the 
University of Leuven in Belgium to lead its national hub at UCL in London. The Medical 
Research Council, Alzheimer’s Society and Alzheimer’s Research UK have together 
pledged core funding for the project: 

http://www.mrc.ac.uk/news/browse/director-announced-to-lead-uk-dementia-
research-institute-in-london/ 
 
 
ENQUIRIES:  

Keith Hann, PR adviser, Iceland Foods 

01244 842228 / 07831 521870 / kh@keithhann.com 
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